
August 1999 California FS-41

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender,
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET
Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice or TDD).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

FACT SHEETNATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

ZORRO ANNUAL FESCUE
Vulpia myuros

Why it Was Chosen to Reseed Wildfire Burned Areas:

• Zorro fescue establishes itself quickly in cool conditions. It is early
maturing, and has excellent seedling vigor, even on poor or droughty
soils.

• This species is excellent in mixtures and allows perennials to be come
established. It colonizes disturbed areas readily, providing initial
cover—then naturally recedes as native species take over. This tendency
will minimize the long-term ecological changes.

• The above qualities have been documented in extensive testing by the
Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Plant Materials Center in
Lockeford, California. SCS, in conjunction with the University of
California Experiment Station, released this variety for erosion control in
1977.

How Much to Use:

On wildfire burn areas, use a broadcast seeding rate of 12 pounds per acre
(2.75 pounds for a 10,000 square foot area).

In seed mixes with no other grass, the rate can be cut to 8 pounds per acre
(2.0 pounds for a 10,000 square foot area) to reduce initial competition with
other species.

In seed mixes containing another grass, the rate can be cut to 4 pounds per acre
(1.0 pound for a 10,000 square foot area) to reduce initial competition with other
species.

Other Uses in California.

Zorro annual fescue has been used to stabilize areas burned by wildfire in Los Padres, Angeles and San Bernardino
National Forests. It has also been successfully used to stabilize road banks, revegetate mine spoils, and as a cover crop in
orchards and vineyards.

Zorro is also used in wildflower mixes, especially when they are designed for erosion control.

Background:

SCS uses Spanish names for plants that are released for commercial production. Zorro means “foxy” referring to its
foxtail-like seedhead. Estimates place Zorro annual fescue in California since the Mission Period.

Insights for Homeowners:

This is an annual plant that dies back (turns golden brown) after it matures. It can be mowed to reduce the fire hazard and
will reseed itself until other plants take over the site.

Zorro annual fescue is a short, bunch
grass with a whip-like seed head. Its
most notable characteristic is below
ground, not above—a fibrous, netlike
root system known for its soil holding
capability.

What it Looks Like


